first discovery of this wiia by one Doctor Gates, who having, as he pretended, some jealousy of such a design, dissembled himself to be a, papist., went and admitted himself of the Jesuits' College at St. Oiner, where lie discovered the whole matter, and communicated it to one Doctor Tong, an English divine, who told it to my Lord Treasurer, and he to the King privately, but so that there was no light nor discourse of it for a month after or thereabouts.
October 23. Being with tlic King at the Duchess of Portsmouth's lodgings, rny Lord Treasurer present, the King told me he did think it some artifice, and did not believe one word of the plot.
October 25. Mr. Coleman, secretary to the Duchess of York, a rigid papist and an ambitious man, being committed and his papers seized some days before, the King told me and some others then waiting upon him that they contained plainly a design to introduce popery; that there were amongst them several letters to and from Father La Chase, the King of France's confessor and the Pope's nuncio at Paris ; to break the present Parliament as too firm to the Church of England ; to get money from France to carry on the design, and some reflections on the King; that he often made use of his royal highness's name, as not altogether a stranger to the design, &c.; but his Majesty did not believe there was any design upon his life.
The Duke of York seemed concerned at this impudence of Coleman's, declared his ignorance of his correspondence there, or of anything that it treated of in his letters, and desired his friends of both Houses to declare it for him. The Commons were very warm against